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As you know our eyes are very important parts of our bodies.  They make it possible for us to see 

where we are going.  They make it possible for us to read, to study materials, to see what we 

write down.  Our eyes also enable us to see beautiful art work; to gaze on the wonders and 

majesty of God’s creation. 

 

In this day of medical advances it is interesting how they continue to learn many things about the 

eyes and our ability to see.  In fact, there are a number of diseases and syndromes that can affect 

how we see certain things.  Perhaps you are dealing with some of these issues yourselves. 

 

There are things like “lazy eye” where one eye doesn’t react like the other.  There is also color 

blindness where one cannot distinguish between certain colors.  There is also dry eye syndrome 

where one has the inability to produce tears; they can't keep their eyes moist. 

 

There is also far-sightedness where one has the inability to see close/near objects clearly; and 

near-sightedness where one can’t see distant objects clearly.  There is also macular degeneration 

where the eyesight grows increasingly dimmer.  There are cataracts where a cloudy film covers 

the eyes and affects the clarity of one’s sight. 

 

As common as these eye challenges and issues are today it is true that there is just as many (if 

not more) kinds of spiritual vision problems that each of us suffer from.  In fact, these spiritual 

vision problems are often more blinding and damaging than one's physical eye issues can be.  

The truth is that even blind people can often see spiritually better than those with 20/20 vision. 

 

Some people today of course suffer from spiritual lazy eye.  These are people who see a problem 

but don’t do anything about it.  There are other people who have spiritual color blindness—those 

who don’t care about certain people because they are a different color, race and religion. 

 

There are those who have spiritual dry eye syndrome.  These are those who lack compassion, 

who don’t shed a tear for those who are hurting.  There are those with spiritual farsightedness 

who may give to missions across the sea yet fail to see the pain of people living right next door 

in the local community. 

 

There are also those who have spiritual nearsightedness where they don’t see, or care about, 

people in impoverished, AIDS, Eboloa ravaged countries.  Finally there are those with spiritual 

misaligned eyes where they focus their eyes mostly on themselves; on their own worldly success 

and their physical things; on their own happiness and pleasures. 

 

In the Gospel of Mark, chapter 8, verses 22-25, Jesus heals a blind man by spitting and laying his 

hands on this man’s eyes.  Yet after his first attempt Jesus asked the man, “Do you see 

anything?” The man says, “I see people; they look like trees walking around.”  Then Jesus puts 



his hands once more on his eyes; then it says that “his eyes were opened, his sight was restored, 

and he saw everything clearly.”  

 

A basic truth about life is that many of us may be like this man.  We have met Jesus; have 

learned some things about him; we worship pretty faithfully.  Yet perhaps our eyes aren’t truly 

opened; we don’t see people clearly.  Perhaps the lens through which we look—our assumptions, 

biases, misinformation—clouds how we see the world and other people. 

 

In looking at our Bible focus for today from Luke 4:14-21 we can learn why Jesus saw people 

the way he does and how we can hopefully come to see like he does.  It says that Jesus went to 

Nazareth the city where he had been brought up; being the Sabbath he went to the synagogue. 

 

During the worship Jesus took the scroll of the prophet Isaiah and began to read these words, 

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.  He 

has sent me to proclaim freedom to the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 

oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

 

Then Jesus said to everyone whose eyes were fixed on him, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in 

your hearing.” 

 

Imagine, Jesus returned to his hometown and with the Spirit of the Lord upon him proclaims that 

this Scripture is fulfilled in him.  Jesus is declaring himself to be the Messiah whom Isaiah is 

writing about; Jesus is declaring these words as his mission statement. 

 

What is Jesus’ mission?  First it was to preach good news to the poor; in fact he said they were 

favored by God.  Have you ever felt poor, out of favor with God, not as blessed as other people?  

Be assured that in Jesus there is good news for you. 

 

Jesus’ mission secondly was to proclaim freedom for the prisoner.  Whether you are locked up in 

an actual prison or imprisoned spiritually Jesus can set you free.  Whatever binds, controls, 

makes you dependent there is freedom and new life in Jesus. 

 

Jesus’ mission thirdly was to give sight to the blind.  It is important to note that the blind at that 

time were thought to be blind because of some sin that they or their parents committed.  The 

religious leaders, as well as religious thinking, was that those who were blind deserved to be 

blind. 

 

Jesus instead came to heal and show mercy to people who had physical challenges/disabilities.  

He came for those who are pushed aside and neglected because of mental illness, addictions,  

illnesses, genetic problems.  Jesus came to bring mercy and love to all. 

 

Jesus’ mission fourthly was to bring release to the oppressed.  He came to take things that are 

wrong and make them right.  He came to help the helpless, to bring justice to those experiencing 

injustice.  Jesus came to speak up for those whose voice was not being heard. 

 

Finally Jesus’ mission was to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.  This is a reference to what 

was described in the Old Testament as the Year of Jubilee; a year that happened every 50 years 

when slaves were freed and all debts cleared. 



 

Jesus came to proclaim that if you are enslaved by; if you are in debt to sin that through his death 

on the cross and resurrection all your debts have been paid; you are free.  Jesus came to set you 

free from the powers of sin and death so you may live in his joy and freedom forever. 

 

Jesus’ mission therefore was a people-focused mission.  It was an outward-focused mission; a 

mercy and compassion-driven mission.  Jesus didn’t come so his followers and church might 

focus selfishly on themselves.  No, Jesus came so his followers (you and me) may go outside the 

church and demonstrate love and compassion for others. 

 

Yet the real question is how you see others around you?  Do you look at the poor as people who 

somehow deserve their lot in life—or as people with feelings and dreams just like you?  Do you 

look at people with AIDS as being judged for bad choices—or as people whom Jesus also loves 

and who he died for? 

 

Do you look at those with physical and mental challenges as people who make you feel 

uncomfortable, as ones you try to avoid—or do you see them as special children of God?  Do 

you see those who struggle with addictions, depression, suicidal tendencies, manic disorders as 

beyond hope—or as ones who can find healing through God’s love? 

 

It is true that the lens through which we look usually determines how we see things.  It is for that 

reason Jesus wants to heal our eyes and our vision of others.  He wants to heal our spiritual 

blindness; to heal whatever is preventing us from seeing and understanding his message of truth.  

Jesus wants to heal and help us to truly see. 

 

Some years ago the famous violinist, Joshua Bell, dressed like a street musician and played his 

$3-million Stradivarius violin in a Metro station in Washington, DC.  He had his violin case open 

for donations as he played while countless numbers of people walked by—more than 2000. 

 

In the eyes of those walking by Joshua Bell looked like a typical struggling musician.  Their 

vision (impression) was that anyone who would do something like this could not be very gifted 

or famous.  They passed him off as a nobody; only like 16 people stopped to listen.  At the end 

of his playing he collected something like $34 in his case. 

 

The irony is that the night before this same Joshua Bell was performing at the Kennedy Center 

for Performing Arts.  People paid up to many hundreds of dollars to see this musical artist in 

concert; in this context he was seen as a genius.  It all depends on the lens people have. 

 

My friends, remember as you look at people through the lens of your eyes that your view may 

also be clouded; you too may miss seeing what is really there.  Remember that Jesus our Savior 

and Lord sees every person, no matter who they are, as his beloved and gifted creation.  He sees 

everyone as precious and priceless in his sight. 

 

Let us pray each and everyday that Jesus will heal; that he will take away our seeing problems 

whatever they may be.  Let us pray that Jesus will fill our hearts with his love.  May we follow 

his mission of compassion as we put our faith in action each and everyday.     


